Thoughts From Doug

What beautiful fall weather we are having! I hope that you
are able to take some time out, at least several times during
the week, if not daily, to just walk outside and breathe. Notice
the color of the sky and the leaves and the shadows caused by
the position of the autumnal sun. Take intentional deep
breaths—and feel the crispness of the air. For some reason, fall
speaks to me of slowing down and being intentional in seeing.
Perhaps it is because, after a long summer, autumn forces us
to realize that things do not always stay the same; that we do
not live in a permanent summer. And maybe that causes us, on
some level, to be more involved in conversation with God. Even
though fall is about dying, it can be lifegiving for us. Noticing
the grass (that, thankfully does not have to be mowed so fre-
quently), the leaves and the trees, can teach us about fully
trusting God. All of creation seems to so naturally, calmly, and
purposefully lie down and rest into the dormancy of the ap-
proaching winter. And we, too, as we learn to live fully in God’s
presence each day, being faithful to be who God has called us
to be in the summer and fall of our lives, will find ourselves be-
ing less anxious about life. We will worry less about things that
are out of our control; we will be gifted with the wisdom of
valuing those things that are most important; we will live in
the present of each day’s beauty, recognizing the gift of each
loved one in our lives; and we will live so fully and richly that
we will be comfortable, whenever our time comes for our last
breath, releasing ourselves into the trust of God’s care. We will
be able to pray the prayer of the psalmist each and every
night: I will both lie down and sleep in peace, for you alone, O
LORD, make me lie down in safety. (Psalm 4:8)

Love and Blessings from a Distance, Doug

The HBC Food Pantry served 25 families, 74 individuals and 6
new applicants in the church parking lot Tuesday, October 13.
Special thanks to our dedicated volunteers who cheerfully serve
those who come.
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Samaritan’s Purse,

“Operation Christmas
Child” time is here. Pam-
phlets with instructions
for packing a shoebox are
available in the vestibule
or in the church office. If you wish
to pick some up from the office,
please call before Coming. We
do have some boxes available as
well. Deadline for bringing filled

Wednesday Night Program
For Children & Youth
We continue to monitor all updates
on the COVID-19 pandemic and
pray for the safety and well-being of
all the children and youth we minis-
ter to. We look forward to the time
we can resume this important min-

Istry. boxes to the church is Wednesday,
November 11th.

Scripture Reading for Operation Christmas Child

October 18: boxes filled with toys and other fun

Psalm 96:1-12 items are delivered to children in

. . need around the world in partner-
Isaiah ?5'1'7 ship with local churches. Each gift,

I Thessalonians 1:1-10 prayerfully and uniquely packed by
Matthew 22:15-22 churches or groups is an opportu-
nity for the Gospel to transform

the life a child, a family and a

Check out the HBC Website community. Its about telling chil-
www.hardwickbaptist.org dren around the world and their

families that God loves them and

hasn't forgotten them.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Oct 18: Sandra English
Oct. 23: Susie Braddy, Frances Simpson

Deacon of the Week, October 18
Cindy Folendore, Deacon of the Week

Virtual Sunday School Access

e  Online: (https://meet.google.com).
Click Enter or link and enter code for
class.

e  Smartphone app: Go to the App store
and download the Google Meet App
Follow instruction for set up. Open and
click enter code (same as above.

Bible passage for October 18:

Song of Songs 2;15-35

Questions:

e How would you describe to a child
God’s purposes in making people?
What would you point to when
explaining the difference between
humans and animals?

e  What steps do you take so that you
can guard the relationships in your
life?

e How would you advise a newly
married couple to nurture mutual
submission through trust?

e What is the best way to teach the
valuable lesson about sexual re-
straint so other believers put it into
practice?

Annual Budget 2020.........c.ooiiiireeeereeeeet et $287,729.67
Needed Per Week to Meet Budget.........ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiii e $ 5,533.27
Contributions OCct 11, 2020, .. ...uritie it e e $ 5,574.50
Total Budget Contributions through Oct. 11, 2020..........c.ooiiiiiiiiiiii e $148,972.38
Total Budget Expenses through Oct. 4, 2020 ..........cooeveiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeeas $164,807.52
Payroll Protection Program Loan May 1, 2020...........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinncene, $ 18,685.00

Attention Church Committees

At last month’s Deacons and Church
Council Meetings, it was agreed that we
would ask all church committees to re-
main the same through next year,
thereby adding one year to your time of
service. So, the Nominating Committee
is asking everyone on a committee to
“stay put” through Sept. 2021. Please
contact and inform a committee member
if you do not wish to do so. Thank you
for holding on with us as best we can
during these days.

Calendar
Sunday, October 18th:

9:00 AM ...... Virtual Sunday School
I11:00AM........... Morning Worship
In-person worship in Sanctuary
(Live streamed for those who don’t
feel comfortable in a crowd setting yet).

Wednesday, October 21st:
7:00PM......... Bible Study via Zoom

All Saints Day

Sunday, November 1, we will be ob-
serving All Saints Day. We will give
thanks to God for the lives of two
Hardwick Baptist members who have
entered life eternal since All Saints
Day 2019: Katie Bainbridge and
Lamar Guy. For those who, out of an
abundance of caution, will be watch-
ing the service from home—we en-
courage you to gather two candles of
your own, and light them in memory
of Katie and Lamar at the appropriate
time in the service

Your faithfulness in continuing
J1 to give during these uncertain
“3\“\ times is so important. We hope
.ﬁ}‘;ﬁﬁﬁd it wont be long before we can
" get back to full time in-person
ministry at HBC, but in the meantime
your support is crucial as we monitor
pandemic conditions and prepare for
that time. You may support HBC by
giving online, by mail and by placing
your offerings in the offering plates as
you enter or depart in-person wor-
ship.

New Arrival
Congratulations to Jacob and Kristen
(Whipple) Parsons on the birth of
their daughter, Adalynn Kate (Addy),
October 1, 2020. She weighed 7 Ibs 1
oz and was 19.5 inches long. Proud
brother is Asher Jake Parsons, grand-
parents are Miles & Rhonda Whipple,
and great—grandmother is Mrs. Nell
Maddox.




